
THE ANTHROPOLOGIST
International Journal of Contemporary and Applied Studies of Man

ISSN 0972-0073

An Autoethnography of Teaching English to Young Learners:
From Theory to Practice

Arda Arikan

1Akdeniz University, Faculty of Letters, Department of Western Languages and Literatures,
Antalya, Turkey

E-mail: ardaari@gmail.com

KEYWORDS Autoethnography. Primary School. Foreign Language.English. Qualitative Research

ABSTRACT In this paper, the researcher look into the own theoretical and practical knowledge of teaching
English to young learners through an autoethnographical research design.In order to understand to what extentthese
theory-driven conclusions “actually work” in primary school English language classrooms, the researcher recorded
autoethnographical entries over a period of four months while teaching at a state-run primary school  in Antalya,
Turkey. These notes contain feelings and opinions about teaching and theoretical knowledge. The autoethographical
work revealed that the researcher had difficulties in classroom management, keeping students’ interest in the
activities, using the mother tongue of the learners in the classroom, and using too many instructional materials in
number and nature.
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